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Asterism (2025) — Duration: ca. 8'15"

for my students at the Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences, and the Arts and dedicated to the
ASMSA Classes of 2024 and 2025

Instrumentation (minimum parenthesized)
Piccolo (1)
Flute 1 (
Flute 2 (
Oboe (1-2)
Bassoon (1-2)
Bb Clarinet 1 (1-3)
Bb Clarinet 2 (2-4)
(2-4)

)

1-3
1-3)

FHorn 1 (1-2)
F Horn 2 (2-4)
Bb Trumpet 1
Bb Trumpet 2
Bb Trumpet 3
Bb Trumpet 4
Trombone 1 (1-3)

Trombone 2 (2-3)

Euphonium / Baritone TC (2-3)

Tuba (2-3)

Timpani (standard 4-drum 32/29/26/23 set)
Percussion 1 (1)

Percussion 2 (1)

Percussion 3 (1)

Percussion Equipment Needed:
Mallets/Pitched: Vibraphone (inc. bowed), Marimba, Glockenspiel, Orchestral Chimes (Orchestral Bells)
Unpitched: Bass Drum, Floor toms (set of 4 varied sizes), Small Crash Cymbals (<20"), Large Crash Cymbals (>20"), Tam-tam,
Small Suspended Cymbal, Large Suspended or Ride Cymbal, Triangles (1 Low, 1 High), Bell Tree, Sleigh Bells, Tambourine,
Large Antique Cymbals or Peking Opera Cymbals, Small Antique Cymbals

Program Notes

An Asterism in astronomical terms is, simply, an observed pattern of stars or a large grouping of stars and galaxies, typically less fully-defined than
constellations. Asterism patterns do not arise from any sort of physical connection or physical association between stars; indeed, some asterisms —
like the Big Dipper — simply includes the seven brightest stars visible in the Northern Hemisphere, but those stars are dozens of light years apart —
billions of miles apart — from each other and of varying magnitudes (brightness and color) and consist of different materials. The grouping is almost
arbitrary and, indeed, random based on proximity. They're near each other, and that's enough.

Beyond my childlike fascination with outer space and the wonder and profound awe of objects so distant — and their connected shapes so human
— | liken this concept to my students in my Wind Ensemble at the Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences, and the Arts. The school accepts
students from all across the state, students with varied identities and interests and ideas, students who are each unique, special, and shine brightly.
In 2024, 49 of those students were cast together into the somewhat-well-defined but amorphous and arbitrary shape of a Wind Ensemble that
pushed themselves harder than any group of students | had ever taught up to that point, and playing a considerably difficult program they nabbed a
state concert assessment title for their division (en route to that title they worked up pieces by Vincent Persichetti, Michael Colgrass, and Malcolm
Arnold — no mean feat!). That group of students indeed shone brightly and made connections between each other, with me, and with their music
such that it created something special and permanently fixed in the constellation of my life.

About half of them graduated in 2024, but the other half remained with me in 2025, and this piece is for all of them — and for the new students | got
to know who all became part of this grouping of shining stars.

Composed in Hot Springs, Arkansas, in December 2024 through March 2025



Performance Notes

Wind players will occasionally see a note tied into a rest, usually coupled with a diminuendo or at a low dynamic level. This means that the release
can be staggered, with the dynamic level approaching niente as much as possible, even if it bleeds into the rest fractionally. | view it as an inertial
breath release where air continues through the horn but tone disappears.

There is "box notation” frequently in the score. The players are to play the figure (notes in order as they appear) as rapidly as practical with slight
breaks between iterations. The bold arrow designates how long to continue with a thick bar mid-measure designating approximately where to
cease. Later in the piece, clarinets are to begin their figures together and be in sync as much as possible initially while rapidly disintegrating and
being fully independent a few bars later. When the vibraphone has this marking, it should keep the pedal down for the duration.

At numerous points, various mutes are used simultaneously in the trumpet and trombone sections. This is by design to exploit the variety of colors
offered.

The shifting-pyramid color-chords (ex: mm 27-29) should shimmer — solid attacks and clarity of each pitch is paramount, but players should be
encouraged to immediately back away from the stated dynamic with each attack. There are lines and chords distributed through these gestures.

The trumpet divisi in measure 137 are optional; a director may wish to have all 1sts playing the C6 and 2nds the G5; or, perhaps only one player of
the Tsts and 2nds on the C6.

The opening measures (and subsequent similar "drone” writing) should have as smooth as possible any shifts between colors and timbres. |
imagine toying with the EQ knobs for a wind band for much of that section.

The central portion of the work should be tender, small, and delicate — the solo writing and chamber-like orchestration should be transparent and
the occasional percussion gestures should never overpower that writing.

My appreciation to my percussion student Giea de los Reyes for her suggestions on percussion organization. The original version of the work was
timpani plus four percussion; due to some logistical reasons, it had to be knocked back to timpani plus three. Her thoughtfulness of how to execute
five people's work across four has been graciously adopted into this version of the score.
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