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Approximate total duration: 9’45”

Composed in March 2011 in Raleigh, NC

Instrumentation:*
Soprano Saxophone
Alto Saxophone |
Alto Saxophone Il
Tenor Saxophone |
Tenor Saxophone Il
Baritone Saxophone

* if performed as a sextet, ignore all the instructions regarding solos

Program Notes:

On 11 March 2011, one of the most powerful earthquakes ever recorded — a 9.0 on the Richter scale —
shook the northeast of Japan; a mere half hour later, a massive tsunami roared ashore, claiming the lives
of over 20,000 people. Barely three weeks earlier, on 22 February 2011, an earthquake registering a 6.3
on the Richter Scale devastated the city of Christchurch, New Zealand, claiming thousands of victims.

waves of tears embodies the suffering and the unimaginable admixture of emotions of the survivors,
from denial to rage, from despair to unthinkable pain, from numbness to fleeting moments of hope —
and it is the last of these we want to prevail. The music itself is populated by rhythmic and pitch
combinations of 4 and 9 — the unluckiest numbers in Japanese lore —and subsets thereof, with
irregularly-spaced patterns creating a sustained texture of flowing tears. Virtually all pitch and motivic
material is drawn from two sources: the Japanese folk song “Sakura, Sakura” — well-known as a musical
symbol of Japan in the west — and, the “Dies Irae” sequence from the Requiem Mass. Though comprised
of eight distinct sections, the final section could be interpreted as two smaller subsections: the
difference between 8 and 9, the difference between calm and strife, so goes a Japanese proverb,
depends upon only one...

All proceeds from the sale of this score and its parts as well as all future royalties from performances will
be donated to Oxfam International and the International Red Cross.

Performance Notes:

All specific issues are addressed in the score.
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