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twine  (2016) – duration: ca. 12:00 

composed for Duo Cortado (Devin Sherman and Andy Jurik)

 

 

Program Notes 
 

“What can two guitars do that one guitar refuses to?” I started (and ended) with this question, one that is 

particularly daunting given my minimal (up-til-now) experience with the guitar as something melodic, an orchestra 

of one (as so many are fond of saying). So, what happens with two orchestras of one?  

Most of the concept of the “twining” involved in the piece deals with lines and ideas freely interweaving and 
intersecting with each other: chords played that one guitar alone cannot do; rapid alternations and dissonances 

between the two; robust counterpoint between the two; rapid, high melodies and lines entirely in harmonics – this 

weaving of ideas creates the broader, stronger vine. As a piece, twine seems to flirt first with some post-minimalist 

repetitiveness I’m not used to writing that darts in and out of a sassy, angular, nasal harmonic world (that I’m more 

accustomed to writing). That dipole universe surfaced, and I stuck with it, and I find it particularly effective given the 

dialogic setting of a duo, assisted by the performers sitting as far apart as is practicable onstage. The beginning of 

the work – alternately chordal, motoric, and occasionally melodious – gives way to a more diffuse, sparser sound-

object world that evolves into a more strained, almost-sensual music. After this coloristic, gestural, airy central 

section, the fireworks return, this time with a vengeance, stretching the abilities of what two guitars can do while 

remaining a single, unified whole.  

Performance Notes 
 

The performers are encouraged to sit as far from each other on stage as is practical and practicable. A strong 

stereo effect is requested in live performance. (However, it should be performed however the performers are most 

comfortable performing.) 

Open hand symbol: slap the strings between bridge and sound hole. 

Fist symbol: knock on body of guitar with knuckles (right hand). 

Last five measures: Strum/play strings behind nut /on headstock 

Pont.: at bridge. 

MM. 55-58: upward/downward arpeggios should be played closer to the bridge. 

Accidentals pertain only to the octave in which they appear. Accidentals last only the duration of the measure. 

 

Composed in West Columbia, SC, and Nebraska City, NE, January/February and June/July 2016. 

 

Dedicated to the memory Einojuhani Rautavaara 
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